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	Program name
	
	West Virginia Potomac Water Quality Bank and Trade Program (in the set-up stage).  

	
	
	

	Program administrator
	
	WV Water Research Institute (WVU), the World Resources Institute, and the Natural Resource Conservation Service

	
	
	

	Authority
	
	The program is expected to be integrated into the existing funding, procedures, staffing, and infrastructure of the state BMP cost-share program and related complementary programs.  WV Department of Environmental Protection must approve all credits designed to meet the offset provisions in NPDES permits.

	
	
	

	Guidance document
	
	The guidance technical/policy documents are being developed.  

	
	
	

	Effective date
	
	The program was initiated in 2006.  The guidance documents are expected to be completed by 2009.

	
	
	

	Geographic region served
	
	WV portion of Potomac River Basin, Chesapeake Bay watershed only.

	
	
	

	Credits
	
	Nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment

	
	
	

	Credit price
	
	To be determined

	
	
	

	Who can buy and sell?
	
	Point and nonpoint sources

	
	
	

	Baselines
	
	To be determined

	
	
	

	Current issues
	
	Defining the main elements of the trading program, such as credit price setting mechanism, trading ratio(s), baselines, credit “life span”, eligibility of cost-share funded projects for credit generation, verification, monitoring, and enforcement. 

	
	
	

	Public comment process on trades
	
	To be determined

	
	
	

	State contact
	
	Bill Brannon, Division of Water and Waste Management, WV Department of Environmental Protection, (304) 926-0495, bbrannon@wvdep.org 

	
	
	

	Website
	
	http://wvwri.nrcce.wvu.edu/programs/pwqb/index.cfm 

	
	
	

	University contact
	
	Tatiana Borisova, Research Assistant Professor, Resource Management, West Virginia University, (304) 293-4832 ext 4472, Tatiana.Borisova@mail.wvu.edu .
Richard Herd, Project Director, West Virginia Potomac Water Quality Bank and Trade Program, West Virginia Water Research Institute, West Virginia University, (304) 293-2867 ext 5442, RichardHerd@mail.wvu.edu

	Acknowledgements:  Alyse Schrecongost, Assistant Director of the WV Potomac Bank and Trade Program for providing review and input to this fact sheet.
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